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MINUTES 
 

Meeting: London Assembly (Plenary) 
Date: Thursday 8 March 2018 
Time: 10.00 am 
Place: Chamber, City Hall, The Queen's 

Walk, London, SE1 2AA 
 
Copies of the minutes may be found at: http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor-assembly/london-
assembly/whole-assembly 
 
 
Present: 
 
Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair) 

Tony Arbour AM (Deputy Chairman) 

Gareth Bacon AM 

Shaun Bailey AM 

Sian Berry AM 

Andrew Boff AM 

Leonie Cooper AM 

Tom Copley AM 

Unmesh Desai AM 

Tony Devenish AM 

Andrew Dismore AM 

 

 

Florence Eshalomi AM 

Susan Hall AM 

David Kurten AM 

Joanne McCartney AM 

Steve O'Connell AM 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM 

Keith Prince AM 

Dr Onkar Sahota AM 

Navin Shah AM 

Fiona Twycross AM 

Peter Whittle AM 
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1   Apologies for Absence and Chair's Announcements (Item 1) 

 

1.1 Apologies for absence were received from Caroline Russell AM, Nicky Gavron AM, and Len 

Duvall AM. 

 

1.2 The Chair thanked Members and officers for their efforts in making the People’s Question 

Time event in Hounslow on 1 March 2018 such a successful event. 
 

1.3 The Chair also acknowledged International Women’s Day and reminded Members that a 

celebratory event was being held that evening in London’s Living Room. 
 
 

2   Declarations of Interests (Item 2) 

 

2.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat.  

 

2.2 Resolved: 

 

That the list of offices held by Assembly Members, as set out in the table at Item 3, 

be noted as disclosable pecuniary interests. 
 
 

3   Minutes (Item 3) 

 

3.1 Resolved: 

 

That the minutes of the 8 February 2018 London Assembly (Plenary) meeting be 

signed by the Chair as a correct record. 
 
 

4   The Mayor's Draft Transport Strategy (Item 4) 

 

Part A: 

 

4.1  The Assembly put questions to the following guests in relation to the Draft Transport Strategy: 

 

 Sadiq Khan, Mayor of London;  

 Val Shawcross CBE, Deputy Mayor for Transport; and 

 Mike Brown MVO, Commissioner for Transport for London. 

 

4.2 A transcript of the question and answer session is attached at Appendix 1. 

 

4.3 During the course of the question and answer session commitments were made to provide the 

following information: 
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 A list of bus routes in outer London that have increased in frequency; 

 

 Correspondence from Mr David Bellamy, Chief of Staff, regarding the viability of projections 

for a 30% increase in passenger numbers by TfL; 

 

 How work to retrofit noise dampening measures on the Northern line is to be accelerated; 

 

 The feasibility of providing a companion concession for people who have difficulty using 

public transport independently; and 

 

 How many stations will not be retrospectively made step free due to the age and layout of 

the original station. 

 

Part B: 

 

4.3 The Chair moved the motion submitted in her name, namely: 

 

“That the Assembly notes the Draft Transport Strategy.” 

 

4.4 Keith Prince AM proposed, and Gareth Bacon AM seconded, the following amendment: 

 

 “That the Assembly notes that the Draft Transport Strategy lacks sufficient KPIs and other key 

metrics to enable the assessment of its success as a blueprint for improving Transport in 

London. This Assembly therefore calls on the Mayor to re-write the strategy, inserting KPIs 

and providing clarity to how he plans to achieve his targets.” 

 

4.4 Upon being put to the vote, the amended motion was rejected with 10 votes cast in favour 

and 10 votes cast against with the Chair casting her deciding vote against the motion. 

 

4.5 Upon being put to the vote, the original motion was agreed with 11 votes cast in favour and 

11 votes cast against, with the Chair casting her deciding vote in favour of the motion. 
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5   Petitions (Item 5) 

 
5.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat. 
 
5.2 Unmesh Desai AM presented a petition with the following prayer: 

“We the undersigned, call on Transport for London (TfL) to work with Tower Hamlets Council 

to change the traffic light sequencing and introduce safe pedestrian crossings where Mile End 

Road (A11) crosses both Globe Road and White Horse Lane. Currently, this junction is 

extremely dangerous for pedestrians, as the traffic flows prioritise vehicles and there is no time 

for pedestrians to cross safely, let alone a formal crossing point on either side road. While we 

recognise the junction is busy for vehicles, it is also a crucial crossing point for local residents, 

being close to Stepney Green Station, local schools and numerous shops and businesses 

including a Co-Operative supermarket. We are worried this area could become even busier and 

more dangerous since the opening of a new Sainsbury’s on Globe Road close to where 

pedestrians try and cross. Many children, families and elderly people use this junction daily. 

We understand these locations are under TfL’s jurisdiction as the A11 is a “red route” and that 

Tower Hamlets Council has also raised these concerns directly, but TfL have said they have no 

plans to change the traffic signals to introduce a pedestrian phase or any crossings. Local 

councillors and residents are aware of many near-misses and actual accidents over the years. 

We urge Transport for London to prioritise pedestrian safety and work with Tower Hamlets 

Council to bring forward pedestrian crossings as soon as possible.” 

5.3 Resolved: 

That the petition be forwarded to the Mayor in his capacity as Chair of Transport for 

London. 

5.4 Unmesh Desai AM presented a petition with the following prayer: 

“TfL: don’t make us wait longer for our 100 bus-Transport for London should stick to its word! 

Earlier this year (when TfL cut the length of the 100 bus route) it promised that there would 

be “no changes to the frequency” of the route. But TfL have just published plans to slash the 

frequency of the 100 from 4 November, meaning Wapping residents will have to wait up to 

50% longer for their bus. TfL is planning to decrease the frequency of the 100 from every 8 

minutes to every 12 minutes. The route is one of only two bus routes in Wapping, cutting it 

just isn’t right. The change shouldn’t have been introduced without discussing it with local 

residents first. The 100 bus link is also a vital connection for disabled people with limited 

mobility and parents with pushchairs who don’t have access to Wapping Station because of its 

lack of ticket hall to platform accessibility. In addition, many will experience disproportionate 

disadvantage waiting for longer for a bus in the cold and wet of winter, so this move could 

leave people isolated in their own homes. Your local councillor Denise Jones, Mayor John 

Biggs and London Assembly Member Unmesh Desai have launched a campaign calling on TfL 

to reverse their decision to cut the frequency of the 100 bus service in Wapping. We need to 
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demonstrate local opposition to TfL’s decision. We, the undersigned, call on TfL to scrap their 

decision to cut the frequency of the 100 bus route serving Wapping.” 

 

5.5 Resolved: 

That the petition be forwarded to the Mayor in his capacity as Chair of Transport for 

London. 

5.6 Caroline Pidgeon MBE, AM, presented a petition with the following prayer: 

 “We the undersigned express our concern and opposition to the proposed 50% reduction in 

the RV1 bus route from six to three buses an hour. 

 

 The RV1 runs from Tower Hill to Covent Garden through Borough, Bankside and Waterloo and 

provides a well loved community service connecting many communities in South, Central, and 

East London. The RV1 is an important tourist route between Covent Garden, London Eye, 

Southbank Centre, Tate Modern, Globe Theatre, Tower Bridge and Tower of London. 

 

We are concerned by the lack of consultation held by TfL to reduce this service. 

 

We believe it is important to promote the use of public transport to improve air quality and 

make London more sustainable and green 

 

We call upon the Mayor of London and TfL to request that the reduction in this service is 

paused or stopped to allow a full and proper consultation on these proposals.” 

 

5.7 Resolved: 

That the petition be forwarded to the Mayor in his capacity as Chair of Transport for 

London. 

5.8 Unmesh Desai AM presented a petition with the following prayer: 

“Residents are concerned about the state of the crossings at the south of Fairfield Road and 

nearby over Bow Road. Not only is there no signalled crossing at the bottom of Fairfield Road 

but also, the crossing times over Bow Road, both near Bow Church and near Registry Office 

are not nearly long enough to get over the crossing in one stage. 

 

We call on Transport for London: 

 To establish reasonable crossing times which prioritise pedestrians and cyclists 

 To support a safe and signalled crossing at the South of Fairfield Road.” 

 

 

 



Greater London Authority 
London Assembly (Plenary) 

Thursday 8 March 2018 

 

 
6 

 

5.9 Resolved: 

 

That the petition be forwarded to the Mayor in his capacity as Chair of Transport for 

London. 

 
 

6   Petitions Update Report (Item 6) 

 
6.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat. 
 
6.2 Resolved: 
 

That the response received to a petition presented at a recent Assembly  
(Plenary) meeting be noted. 

 

6.3 In accordance with standing order 2.9, Members agreed to extend the length of the meeting 

in order to complete the business remaining on the agenda. 
 
 

7   Motions (Item 7) 

 
7.1 Andrew Dismore AM moved and Unmesh Desai AM seconded the following motion: 

 

 “This Assembly notes that the Royal National Lifeboat (RNLI) charity provides the 

primary search, rescue and medical capability on the river from its three stations on 

the tidal Thames in London, two of which (Chiswick and Tower) provide 24/7 crew 

cover with a 90 second launch time, a faster launch than anywhere else in the UK. 

These lifeboat stations are busier than any other in the country and their work 

should be applauded and assisted. 

 

Together with the Metropolitan Police Marine branch, London Fire Brigade, London 

Ambulance, Port of London Authority and Coastguard support they rescued some 

240 people last year. Nevertheless, a significant and unacceptable number of 

Londoners drowned in the river in 2017 and in the preceding 7years. 

 

More lives could potentially have been saved if all riparian boroughs and Transport 

for London actively supported proposals by the Thames River Safety Forum (RNLI, 

PLA, Marine Police, Fire Brigade, LAS & Coastguard) to enhance prevention and 

safety measures to cut London's unacceptable drowning figure.” 
 
7.2 Upon being put to the vote, the motion in the name of Andrew Dismore AM was unanimously 

agreed. 
 
7.3 Dr Onkar Sahota AM moved and Leonie Copper AM seconded the following motion: 
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“The London Assembly recognises the extraordinary bravery and sacrifices of Sikh 

and other soldiers in service of Great Britain, including during both World Wars, and 

supports the erection of a permanent national monument in a prime central London 

location to commemorate and highlight these contributions.  

 

It further notes that for more than a decade there has been a demand from various 

interest groups for the installation of such a national monument. There is 

widespread cross-party support for the Early Day Motion in Parliament calling for 

such a memorial.  

 

We welcome and note the recent statement by the Mayor of London whilst on a visit 

to India that it is only right that these brave Sikh soldiers should have a permanent 

memorial in London. The Mayor and all the Leaders of the UK Political Parties in the 

House of Commons pledged their support for this initiative at the launch of the 

National Sikh War Memorial Trust on 30 January 2018 in Parliament presided by the 

Speaker of the House of Commons.  

 

The Sikhs made up only 2% of the population of British India but formed 20% of the 

British Indian Army during the First World War, and hundreds of thousands of Sikh 

soldiers engaged in active service during the two major wars and many other 

conflicts. More than 83,000 turbaned Sikh soldiers laid down their lives and more 

than 100,000 were injured during the World Wars.  

 

This Assembly calls upon the Mayor, before the end of this Mayoralty, to work with 

the National Sikh War Memorial Trust to find a Central London site befitting a 

permanent national monument dedicated to the Sikhs who made, or were willing to 

make, the ultimate sacrifice for the freedom of our country.” 

 

7.4 Upon being put to the vote, the motion in the name of Dr Onkar Sahota AM was unanimously 

agreed. 

 

7.5 Caroline Pidgeon MBE, AM moved and Tom Copley AM seconded the following motion: 

 

 “This Assembly notes the serious levels of air pollution across London and while 

there are many causes of air pollution that significant levels are created by road 

traffic. 

  

This Assembly believes that a small but important role in reducing air pollution could 

be taken by far more effective action to tackle the idling of engines of all road 

vehicles, whether by private cars, taxis, private hire vehicles, public sector vehicles, 

buses, coaches, vans and lorries. 
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This Assembly notes with regret that TfL’s past actions on this issue have not always 

been highly effective in changing attitudes or leading to any demonstrative change 

in actions, as highlighted by the lack of any emails in 2015 to a dedicated no idling 

email address created by TfL. 

  

This Assembly also regrets that information campaigns have only been run across 11 

London Boroughs in the last year, with two thirds of London Boroughs therefore 

excluded. 

  

While welcoming many of the Mayor’s policies in tackling air pollution this Assembly 

believes that the Mayor should ensure that the policies adopted by TfL in tackling 

idling are now far more ambitious and effective. 

  

This Assembly calls on the Mayor to ensure that in relation to TfL’s powers of 

licensing taxis and private hire vehicles it uses every opportunity to discourage the 

idling of vehicles, including the use of enforcement powers.   This Assembly also 

calls on the Mayor to actively reduce idling of vehicles by personnel throughout the 

GLA family, including where appropriate Metropolitan Police Service and Fire 

Brigade vehicles. 

  

This Assembly finally calls on the Mayor to ensure that TfL adopts an effective 

public awareness campaign to discourage members of the public to allow their 

vehicle to idle and create unnecessary pollution for Londoners.” 

 
7.6 Upon being put to the vote, the motion in the name of Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM was 

unanimously agreed. 

 
 
 

8   Mayoral Commitments (Item 8) 

 
8.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat. 
 
8.2 Resolved: 
 

That the commitments made by the Mayor, Sadiq Khan, during London Assembly 
(Mayor’s Question Time) meetings held between September 2017 and February 
2018. 
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9   Date of Next Meeting (Item 9) 

 
9.1 The next scheduled meeting of the London Assembly was the Mayor’s Question Time meeting 

which will take place at 10.00am on Thursday 22 March 2018 in the Chamber, City Hall. 
 
 

10   Any Other Business the Chair Considers Urgent (Item 10) 

 
10.1 Fiona Twycross AM asked that, on the occasion of International Women Day, the Assembly 

record its support for women and their return to work. 
 
10.2 Fiona Twycross AM asked that the Assembly note that the Assembly should be an example of 

best practice for elected officials to continue to have a voice, representing their communities 
whilst continuing to care for their children. 

 
 

11   Close of Meeting  

 
11.1 The meeting closed at 12.58pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Chair  Date 
 
Contact Officer: Lorena Alcorta, Principal Committee Manager; Telephone: 020 7983 4425; 

Email: lorena.alcorta@london.gov.uk; Minicom: 020 7983 4458 
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